CHAPTER LIII
A COUNTRY PARISH.    SOME WHOLESOME EXTRACTS, SOME TRUE
ANECDOTES, AND SOME USEFUL HINTS, WHICH WILL NOT BE
TAKEN BY THOSE WHO  NEED THEM MOST
Non e inconveniente, che delle cose delettdbili alcune ne sieno utili,
cost come dell' utili molte ne sono delettabilis et in tutte due alcune si
truovano honeste.
LEONE MEDICO (HEBREO)
Mr. Bacon's parsonage was as humble a dwelling in all res-
pects as the cottage in which his friend Daniel was born. A
best kitchen was its best room, and in its furniture an
Observantme Friar would have seen nothing that he could
have condemned as superfluous. His college and later school
books, with a few volumes which had been presented to him
by the more grateful of his pupils, composed his scanty
library: they were either books of needful reference, or such
as upon every fresh perusal might afford new delight. But
he had obtained the use of the Church Library at Don-
caster, by a payment of twenty shillings, according to the
terms of the foundation. Folios from that collection might
be kept three months, smaller volumes, one or two, accord-
ing to their size; and as there were many works in it of solid
contents as well as sterling value, he was in no such want of
intellectual food, as too many of his brethren are, even at
this time. How much good might have been done, and how
much evil might probably have been prevented, if Dr,
Bray's design for the formation of parochial libraries had
been every where carried into effect I
The parish contained between five and six hundred souls.
There was no one of higher rank among them than entitled
him, according to the custom of those days, to be styled
gentleman upon his tombstone. They were plain people,
who had neither manufactories to corrupt, ale-houses to
brutalize, nor newspapers to mislead them. At first coming
among them he had won their goodwill by his affability and
benign conduct, and he had afterwards gained their respect
and affection in an equal degree.
There were two services at his church, but only one
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